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INTRODUCTION

Edinburgh’s welcoming image

Edinburgh is unique. It attracts thirteen million visitors
each year from around the world who come and
contribute to the economic well-being of the city and

its region. The appearance of our streets helps to project
a welcoming image.

Streetscape is a term for what we see in the street.
The design and appearance of buildings is important,
but we are considering here the quality of the

spaces between buildings and the equipment and
structures that occupy those spaces.

Streets have always been intended for movement.
Today our modern streets, while being welcoming,
have to cope with the practicalities of traffic.

A streetscape manual

This manual brings together the activities of all the
agencies who have a responsibility for a service affecting
the appearance of Edinburgh’s streetscape.

It is a statement by those authorities and companies of
agreed policies and practices. We believe

it will help to make Edinburgh a more attractive place
to live, work and visit.

It is intended for everyone who is involved.

Jointly commissioned and published by:

Lothian Regional Council Transportation Department
City of Edinburgh District Council

Lothian and Edinburgh Enterprise Limited

Historic Scotland

The Scottish Office, Industry Department

Edinburgh Old Town Renewal Trust

Edinburgh New Town Conservation Committee.

November 1995
Colin J. Davis, Editor.
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A streetscape manual for the whole City

THE QUALITY OF EDINBURGH

Many parts of Edinburgh are known through-
out the world. The Old and New Towns for
example are instantly recognised. This manual
is concerned with the streetscape of the whole
City of Edinburgh.

Looking across at the famous views of
Edinburgh, one sees dramatic and historic
silhouettes: outlines which seem at night
magical in the carefully designed floodlight.

The effect has been achieved by painstaking R
effort to maintain the original fabric of

important structures and where necessary, ‘ :
to adapt historic buildings and secure a c i

viable future. Street furniture and paving surfaces.

Usually in the foreground of a view

STREET FURNITURE &
PAVING SURFACES

Street furniture and paving surfaces are usually
seen in the foreground of any view. They
complete the picture and provide a setting for
the surrounding composition of buildings.

They need to fulfil a function but should not
necessarily be the focus of attention. Their
appearance, whether as individual items or as
a group, should have a visual relationship with
their surroundings.

JOINT POLICIES

To aid this visual relationship, joint policies
have been approved by the local authorities
on the appropriate street furniture and
paving surface for the different locations
across Edinburgh.

The positive effect of these joint policies on
the quality of Edinburgh’s streetscape is
explained more fully on the following pages.



They complete the picture and provide
a setting for the surrounding buildings

INEVITABLE CHANGE

Cities like buildings sometimes need to adapt
to meet changing requirements.

Over the last few decades the streets of
Edinburgh have had to cope with increasing
volumes of traffic. The growth in car ownership
is the biggest transport issue facing congested
cities today. As we move towards the year
2000, concerns about the role of the car and
damage to the environment are leading to an
urgent need to re-assess travel habits.

REDUCING TRAFFIC

In Edinburgh’s historic city centre, the general
traffic levels must be reduced so that more
road space can be devoted to other uses. The
Regional Council’s document ‘Moving Forward’
sets out plans for a number of environmental
improvements and traffic calming measures.
It stresses the importance of managing traffic,
safeguarding the City’s amenity value and
improving safety.

Throughout the City, public transport, cycles
and pedestrians are being given greater priority.
Park and ride schemes as well as an express
busway from the City centre to the Airport are
planned. With these measures, standards of air
quality that will prevent damage to health and
the environment can become achievable targets.

Joint policies adopted by the local authorities
are intended to ensure that the visual effects
of any change to transport in Edinburgh are
carried out sensitively.



A METHODOLOGY TO EFFECT CHANGE

The transportation and planning authorities
have adopted a methodology to deal with new
road patterns, additional equipment and signs,
and the alteration of streets and pavements to
withstand the impact of heavy vehicles.

All are considered from the view point of
amenity as well as safety and practicality.

VISUAL APPRAISAL

In order to carry out work which respects
the streetscape characteristics of a locality,
it is necessary to identify precisely how the
characteristics have evolved.

Architectural style, historic context, local
construction materials and the way they are
used are noted. The existence of symmetry,
focal points and the general composition and
relationship of buildings to their surrounding
spaces and streets, are all taken into account.

PRACTICALITY, DURABILITY
AND SAFETY

However, when choosing surface materials,
street furniture, lighting or landscape, there
needs to be a balance between visual quality
and considerations for future management,
maintenance and the needs of road users.

Durability, safety, accessibility, ease as well as
economy of replacement, are required.

To balance these judgements
a design team is needed
with the skills of
more than one profession.

THE METHODOLOGY IN PRACTICE

On pages 6 to 13 we show what is meant by a
visual appraisal and how the local streetscape
characteristics can be identified.

Then on pages 14 to 21 we illustrate four
examples of the methodology in practice.
Visual appraisals are used in the design of
hypothetical changes to carriageway geometry.

CONTINUING IMPROVEMENT

This methodology for effecting change is
supplemented by joint policies and practices
to maintain high standards, pages 22 to 39.

Sample public attitude surveys help to assess
the effectiveness of completed schemes.

Management and maintenance manuals for
major projects set out procedures to ensure
that the original high standards of a scheme
are continued into the future.

MONITORING AND CONSULTATION

In addition to any statutory requirements to
consult, the constituent parties to this manual
meet through working groups and discuss
any proposal which is likely to materially
affect the Edinburgh streetscape.

One such group concerned with Paving and
Street Lighting was formed in 1983. It has
met regularly to consider conservation policy
and programmes of proposed work.

The group agrees grant aid for minor schemes
and advises on special construction materials
and details. It provides a forum for comment
on the design of schemes not subject to
consultation through other groups dealing
with major projects.

Major projects are dealt with by sub-groups
who review the initial, general and detailed
designs, timetable, standards of workmanship
construction arrangements and overall progress.



THE PROCESS OF CONSULTATION

PAVING AND STREET LIGHTING
GROUP IDENTIFY SCHEMES
FROM LISTS WHICH ARE CONSIDERED
TO REQUIRE CONSULTATION ON
DETAILING/LANDSCAPING AND
CHOICE OF MATERIALS

SPECIFIC PLANS/DESIGN DETAILS

OBTAINED AND PASSED TO CONSULTATION
NEW TOWN, OLD TOWN OR WITH OUTSIDE BODIES,
SUBURBAN PANEL MEETINGS NEIGHBOURHOOD OR
HELD WITH DESIGNERS AMENITY GROUPS
AS NECESSARY
FURTHER CONSULTATION
DIRECTORATE/COMMITTEE REPORT BACK TO GROUP WITH OUTSIDE BODIES,
DECISION ON -—— FOR ISSUE OF RECOMMENDATIONS NEIGHBOURHOOD OR
UNRESOLVED ISSUES AMENITY GROUPS
AS NECESSARY

-

SCHEME FINALISED
AND MONITORED
DURING CONSTRUCTION PHASE

The Paving and Street Lighting Group

comprises representatives of?

Lothian Regional Council, Transportation Department
City of Edinburgh District Council

Historic Scotland

Edinburgh Old Town Renewal Trust

Edinburgh New Town Conservation Committee.




VISUAL APPRAISAL

Old Town

The Old Town is the historic heart of Edinburgh.
It is formed around the Royal Mile a thoroughfare
following the original way from the Castle on the
Rock to what is now the Palace of Holyrood House.
This roadway has retained much of its ancient
pattern of a main street along the ridge with steep
closes sloping away on each side. Around the
Royal Mile the original dense medieval urban
fabric has been penetrated by a series of Georgian
and Victorian street improvements: North Bridge,
South Bridge, George IV Bridge, Johnston Terrace,
Victoria Street, Cockburn Street and Jeffrey Street.

These improvements bring the dramatic changes
of level which are characteristic of the Old Town.
It is an environment of enclosed streets with
occasional distant and breathtaking views and small
courts and closes all lined with a rich collection of
historic buildings, often of outstanding quality.
Over much of the area, the historic paving has
survived or has been reinstated. This displays a
tradition of high quality workmanship, attention to
detail and the use of robust and durable materials,
all of which should be sought in new work.

arch is protected by a stone bollar

2
L el

Sett drainage channel, stone retaining walls, iron railings in a close
6

Iron wall lamp, and stone surfaces in an Old Town close

D — I*—'—-*--—_u-u-\.—l T i 7 I ﬂ__
L - &

L“ =9 H f 3 =|I : ! el jr-
Much of the ancient street pattern remains in the Old Town
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VISUAL APPRAISAL

New Town

Acknowledged as one of the world’s prominent
examples of formal urban design, the streets of the
New Town were consciously laid out in a geometric
pattern, starting in 1767 with James Craig’s first
layout and developing over the following century.

Most of the area remains intact. Its character is
one of strict order, rhythm and symmetry, using
a tightly defined vocabulary of materials. This
character can be traced in the smallest construction
details of a window or door, through the design of a
building elevation, to the formal arrangements of
terraces and crescents.

An important part of the New Town’s character
lies in the traditional detail of its paved surfaces,
railings, lamp posts and other street furniture.

Any introduction of new street furniture, or
modification of what exists, should be carried out
in a way that defers to the ordered character of
the area. Therefore as well as being functional
and practical it should be part of, and normally
visually subordinate to, the more formal features
of the street composition.
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The streets of the New Town were laid out in a geometric pattern
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VISUAL APPRAISAL

The Grange

The Grange was largely constructed in the nine-
teenth century. It is an area characterised by
individual houses set back from the road behind
lush planted front gardens. While the houses are of
different sizes and shapes, many have similar
design and construction details.

Substantial stone walls of different height stand at
the pavement boundary. At the front of the houses,
low stone walls of some two feet high, originally
with iron railings above, allow views across the
flower gardens to and from the entrance doors and
the primary rooms. The backs of the houses and
the private gardens are protected by high walls of
approximately six feet. Solid timber gates of equal
height give access for vehicles.

Very little Caithness stone paving remains, although
many of the original granite kerbs still exist,
including the sharply curved kerbs where private
entrances cross the public pavement.

An interesting feature is the way public services
have been set into the boundary walls. Electricity
equipment boxes as well as traditional red post
boxes are tidily recessed into the masonry walls.
The design of any new or reinstatement work
should recognise that here, as in much of
Edinburgh, stone is the predominant construction
material, selected in each case to suit its precise
purpose: for walls, pavements, kerbs or roads.

Floral colour contrasts with the muted tones of natural materials

- L E‘ i E L <

Garden foliage is an essential rr bf the street scene
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Detail of stone wall construction  Post box recessed into stone wall
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VISUAL APPRAISAL IN THE REDEVELOPMENT PROCESS

An area of renewal: Niddrie

The improvement of the quality of life in housing
areas is a high priority in the City and the design
and upkeep of streetscape plays a large part.

Visual appraisals are therefore incorporated into the
design process when areas are redeveloped to cater
for modern housing and traffic needs.

In one such area at Niddrie, new traffic calming
measures consist of road narrowing with ramps
and raised carriageways at entries and T junctions,
all within a 20mph speed zone. The traffic calming
scheme forms part of a wider initiative by the City
of Edinburgh District Council and Scottish Homes
to renew housing and regenerate the local economy
in an area of deprivation.

The implementation of the traffic scheme relates to
the design of the new housing by incorporating
similar construction materials.

Concrete block paving on the ramps and speed
tables resemble the materials used in the new
housing and landscaped areas. Street furniture
is simplified to reduce visual clutter and to ease
on-going maintenance.

High maintenance standards are required to support
residents’ sense of ownership and concern for
their environment. Therefore materials were
selected that are durable and economic to replace.

An essential element in the process of design was
consultation with the community.

HOUSING REDEVELOPMENT

Traffic calming tab]Ji '

Plan of the traffic calming scheme within redevelopment at Niddrie
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VISUAL APPRAISAL OF OTHER AREAS IN THE CITY

Edinburgh as a whole

INDIVIDUAL LOCAL CHARACTERISTICS

Having appraised four specific areas, consideration
should also be given to other parts of the City.
All areas will have their own streetscape character,
from the largest district such as Leith to the smallest
community such as Swanston.

We now consider the visual features which should
be identified and taken into account generally across
the whole of Edinburgh.

VISUAL FEATURES

Public buildings, churches, libraries, schools etc. are
often focal points in a street. They are also places
where people meet and so need to be found easily.

Open spaces, public or private gardens or areas
of landscape, especially at the edge of the pavement,
usually create welcome green openings in the
line of buildings.

Local building materials: local stone, brick or
render, the way they are used and their colours,
should be noted. Previous good enhancement
schemes, landscape or improvements to buildings,
need to be recognised.

EFFECT OF PAVING AND STREET FURNITURE

The relationship which is seen between these
features creates the visual character of an area.
The less they are blurred by untidiness and clutter
in the foreground, the more they will be appreciated
and so contribute to the individuality and charm
of their area.

Materials for new street works should follow or
blend with those already used locally, rather than
introduce a new striking or discordant texture or
colour.

New landscape generally should continue the
themes of the City, and respect existing green
spaces and areas of planting.

VISUAL APPRAISALS IN USE

On the following pages, 14 to 21, there
are four examples of the methodology to
effect change.

Visual appraisals are used in the design
process to carry out some hypothetical
changes to carriageway geometry.

ST

In many streets of the City

= .' -l

there are opportunities to reduce the clutter of street furniture
mt .

Green is a welcome asset, from a small garden to a wide open space
13



EXAMPLE OF THE METHODOLOGY TO EFFECT CHANGE

TRAFFIC OBJECTIVES
To encourage slower speeds and reduce
danger to pedestrians.

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES
To carry out traffic measures so that they
respect the architectural character and
urban design qualities of the area.

ANALYSIS AND PROPOSAL
Calton Road has many of the typically
irregular streetscape characteristics of
a medieval town. Buildings and their
settings have been designed to fulfil
practical functions.

Two traffic pinch points, some fifty
metres apart, are desirable at the eastern
end of Calton Road to reduce traffic speeds.

The positions selected for the road
narrowings are where the irregularities
of the townscape can be accentuated
and also be used to add emphasis to
the change in road width.

DETAILED DESIGNS

Many people use Calton Road as a route
parallel to the Royal Mile. Pedestrians
walking in either direction have time to
experience the constantly changing
views. They can appreciate the foreground
features in relation to the traditional
stone buildings along the road and the
landmarks in the distance. The sequences
of views are shown on pages 15 and 38.

Drivers, travelling much faster, need to
be warned where the road narrows.

Positioning a narrowing where existing
buildings stand forward adds to one of
the streetscape characteristics seen by
pedestrians. Also, without the need for
unsightly traffic signs, it warns drivers of
the potential hazard of a narrow road.

Construction details continue the use of

stone in ways which have been a tradition
in the Old Town for many centuries.
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Traffic calming at

Calton Road, Old Town

CALTON ROAD
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- projecting building *
-ar_i_d high wall

Zone between
/ proiecting buildings

T CALTON ROAD

Position for east
carriageway narrowing

Position for west
carriageway narrowing

T
widened with
trees planted

Carriageway Existing
‘narrowed pavemernt

Carriageway narrowings are placed where they are accentuated by the position of the buildings



down Calton Road towards The Palace of Holyrood House the steep gable gradually appears
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Plan of hypothetical proposal for traffic calming at Calton Road
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
Throughout Edinburgh there is a wealth
of good traditional examples of the use of
local stone for footway and carriageway
paving, kerbs and drainage channels.

~

T

At Calton Road the existing traditional
construction details are noted. Subtle
differences in the layout of the kerbs
and drainage channels, such as where a
private vehicle access crosses the
pavement, would be replicated at similar
conditions in the proposals.

Examples of traditional stone construction
details for kerbs and drainage channels
are shown on pages 22 to 29.

Construction details would closely follow the traditional use of natural materials in the area

15



EXAMPLE OF THE METHODOLOGY TO EFFECT CHANGE

TRAFFIC OBJECTIVES
To discourage through traffic in the
residential area and reduce the speed
of essential vehicles.

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES
To preserve the street geometry and to
accommodate the traffic measures so that
they respect the architectural character
and urban design qualities of the area:
the colour, scale and detail.

ANALYSIS AND PROPOSAL
The most effective position for a traffic
calming device in Heriot Row is between
India Street and Wemyss Place, that is
between 43 and 47 Heriot Row.

A visual analysis shows that 43, 44 and
45 Heriot Row were designed as a single
symmetrical pavilion to match a similar
pavilion formed by 40, 41 and 42, on the
other side of India Street.

As a general rule, the least change and
the less that is put in the carriageway the
better. But if a constriction is needed it
should be positioned at the edge of the
pavilion: between 45 and 46 Heriot Row.

ALTERNATIVE DESIGNS
Two alternative designs were considered.
Both respect the formality of the New
Town by being placed centrally between
the original pavement kerbs:

A. Robust stone bollards at the road
narrowing, flanked by iron bollards. The
stone bollards to be similar to those at
Charlotte Square, page 32.

B. A more elaborate proposal. Lamp
posts, patterned on the examples at the
National Gallery, flanked by bollards.

Of the two, A. is more appropriate. It is
simple and has the least visual impact on
the regularity of the New Town or the
sequence of views from Heriot Row,
through Darnaway Street to the enclosed
space of Moray Place, page 8.

The design approach of B. might be
appropriate elsewhere, in which case the
lamps would be chosen with equal care to
be suitable for the location.

16

Traffic calming at

Heriot Row, New Town

HERIOT ROW

QUEEN STREET

@ Crown copyright

Location map and traffic density diagram

INDIA STREET

T
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Position for
constriction

QUEEN STREET GARDENS
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between 45 and 46 Heriot Row
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Alternative A.
Carriageway constriction formed by stone and cast iron bollards
with sate route for evelists
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Carriageway constriction formed by cast iron lamp posts and bollards

Alternative proposals. A. is more appropriate as it has less visual impact on the area



45, 44 & 43 Heriot Row match 42, 41 & 40, beyond India St.

INDIA STREET
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Detailed sketches of lamps at the National Gallery

Hypothetical proposal to constrict Heriot Rou bem een India Street and Wemyss Place, precrseh at the boundary of numbers 45 and 46

ON-GOING IMPROVEMENTS
AND MAINTENANCE
A. to L. on the layout plan above refer to
the application of the on-going policies
and practices which are dealt with on
subsequent pages:

A. Footway paving at corners 22
B. Drainage channels 24
C. Construction of kerbs 26
D. Road markings 28
E. Service boxes 30
F. Traffic and parking signs 32
G. Litter bins 34
H. Street name signs 36
I. Post boxes and police boxes 38

In this proposal, no changes are intended
for the kerbs and drainage channels.
If there were, the existing construction
details would need to be recorded and
incorporated into the specification of the
proposal. An example is on page 27.
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EXAMPLE OF THE METHODOLOGY TO EFFECT CHANGE

TRAFFIC OBJECTIVES
To reduce or calm the speed of traffic by
constricting the width of the carriageway.

CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES
To integrate the design of the constriction
so that it looks as though it had always
been there.

ANALYSIS AND PROPOSALS
Sciennes Road is on the boundary of two
areas, each with its own architectural
character. To the south, the Grange has
individual houses surrounded by gardens.
To the north there is a more urban,
tenemented form which includes the
shops on Sciennes Road.

The avenue of trees in Gladstone Terrace
is aligned between the public garden
gates of East Meadow Park and the side
wall of the house at the corner of
Sciennes Road and St. Catherine’s Place.

DETAILED DESIGNS
Widened pavements to form the road
constriction are positioned to continue
the line of the kerb in such a way that it
appears to be a natural extension of
Gladstone Terrace.

The position of new trees respect the
existing avenue in Gladstone Terrace
which are in line with the gable of the
house at the corner of St. Catherine’s Place.

One side of Sciennes Road has concrete
slab pavements. The other has an asphalt
surface. Very little of the original stone
paving material remains. It is possible
that in the future concrete slabs may be
used to replace the asphalt.

New paved areas have concrete slab
surfaces that extend the materials of
existing pavements. The paving slabs
are cut to the radius of the corners as
shown on page 22.

18

Traffic calming at

Sciennes Road, the Grange

SCIENNES KoAD

Location map and traffic density diagram

Positions
for constrictions
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A visual appraisal helps to determine the form of the carriageway constriction

Four storey
building
with

shops on
ground floor

New trees planted

in existing widened
pavement to

warn drivers of
narrowed carriageway

Existing widened
pavements repaved

& whinstone kerbed
with drainage channels

Existing garden
mature trees
behind high
stone wall

Proposed trees at the road narrowing complement those in gardens and in Gladstone Terrace
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Local traditions for the detailing of drainage channels and the position of equipment boxes

NEW CARRIAGEWAY GEOMETRY
Apart from respecting the streetscape
characteristics of the location, the new
geometry of the carriageway is intended
to be obvious and safe for drivers.

Additional unsightly permanent traffic
signs should not be necessary.

SIGNAL CONTROL BOXES
& EQUIPMENT BOXES
The tradition in the area for recessing
equipment boxes into adjacent garden
walls could be continued. This is less
visually obtrusive and does not cause an
obstruction on the public pavement.

19



EXAMPLE OF THE METHODOLOGY TO EFFECT CHANGE

TRAFFIC OBJECTIVES
To introduce a further traffic constriction
by narrowing the carriageway at the
junction of a main road, to calm the
speed of traffic in the secondary road.

URBAN DESIGN OBJECTIVES
To respect and enhance the architectural
character of the area and maximise the
use for pedestrians of any extension to
public pavements.

ANALYSIS AND PROPOSAL
A public library of architectural merit
stands to the south, in front of which
there is some recent landscaping.

Heavy flows of traffic and pedestrians
meet at the cross roads. The inevitable
clutter of equipment and traffic signs
should be tidied up.

Street furniture could be co-ordinated and
workmanship for maintenance or new
work should be as good as at any of the
City’s conservation areas.

There are opportunities to extend the
paving and continue the design theme of
the previous enhancement scheme.

DETAILED DESIGNS
In traffic terms the problem is relatively
straightforward. The carriageway is to be
narrowed. Large vehicles have to be able
to negotiate the corner and pedestrians
need to cross safely.

Within the previous ten years an earlier
traffic and landscape scheme at the same
location had widened the pavement to
provide a paved area with trees to form a
better setting at the library entrance.

The design drawings of this previous
scheme are studied to ensure that the
detailed design of the new carriageway
proposals appear as a natural extension.
The drawings indicate a range of specially
designed tree guards, bollards and a
paving slab layout all based on the
motif of a sphere.

The new proposal adopts these design
ideas by further extending the pedestrian
space at the library entrance with similar
landscape details.
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Traffic calming at

McDonald Road, Leith Walk

@ Crown copyright

Location map and traffic density diagram

Position for
constriction

A visual appraisal helps to determine the form for the proposed carriageway narrowing

* LIBRARY BANK !

ITHE DESIGN OF PREVIOUS PAVING, BOLLARDS
IAND TREE GUARDS INCORPORATED
INTO THE PROPOSED EXTENDED PAVEMENT

NORTHBOUND TRAFFIC
REDUCED TO ONE LANE

TRAFFIC SIGNALS ON SLIMLINE POSTS
CO-ORDINATED WITH GUARD RAILS

The proposed widened pavement is designed to extend the previous good enhancement scheme




McDonald Road from Leith Walk. There are opportunities to tidy some of the peripheral street furniture and re;pebr the previous improvements

Existing paving extended and ¥
/stcond row of trees planted g4~

LIBRARY

A4

/
Hypothetical proposal for further traffic calming at McDonald Road. Leith Walk
B EE“ o , ON-GOING POLICIES & PRACTICES
S MMM PO 10 UNE TR ﬁﬁ%nﬂhrﬁ%ﬁui The four examples of the methodology
of gp TR0 T gl g}mﬁs_wm + O,-\C)‘__H%w at;’%ﬁm%t £ h i ; f
T i 7 !'Joﬁ 5 SERD TiaTs toe fr'ct c_ rilnge re. y upon a sene:s ()
! L ek, 160 on-going joint policies and practices.
i oA S B These ensure that the changes are
R wah — 1 | o effectively carried d maintained
uil T T, IR S DMt B 9 y carried out and maintained.
: N q / mﬂﬁﬂ;ﬂ%& o M. r_lmmaﬁonw
, T‘ITL fﬂi ks BnTIcPR: | ?us“ﬂiﬁ%%%. The policies and practices are
Jr' e §§§ < | Bivias venort oromn|  described on the following pages.
;J“ 31 = M SBLTIONAL _ _ B
LT TR - Wad FLEVATION For instance the desirable action with
i T bl regard to the streetscape elements at
gL e McDonald Road would include:
= 5 = 300 | H i % * Reduce sign and sign support clutter
e e S ; IR0 by co-ordinating street furniture, page 32.
N eorandonsmeoonr. | 38| | mowamn. |, i) i * Further reduce the appearance of
\ \L_\ 1 || ﬁ %:"%E:E‘%%ﬁ“ ' Y clutter by matching street furniture
| ;;L}. ' é'l“' o N-— T L] | e, i colour to an Edinburgh theme, page 34.
jong T80 T ﬁ?} %& ?'jfi BOARD T - A oF IPHEFD * Consider opportunities to create
pT 9 ,"'-.,E.:‘[L s T w0y PLAN visual compositions. Some examples
RRR R e o oy, L A are shown on page 36.
e L s . t%“’;; * Generally allow the library to continue
(S = P S L %"”oc N to visually dominate the area, a theory
| 4 - LINE OF FRVING JLa% ;
g ™ i \ CUTTING AT PSE explained more fully on page 38.
o mewes PLAN

Part of the original enhancement scheme design by the Turnbull Jeffrey Parmership, Edinburgh
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ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

The design and workmanship of pavements often set the tone
for an area. In some locations high quality natural stone
paving is justified. But high standards of layout and construction
are important throughout the whole City.

Natural stone paving slabs, extensively
used in Georgian and Victorian times,
have an uninterrupted smooth surface
which complements the intricate design
of buildings. The large stone slabs are
shaped and laid with the same precision
as the stone courses of adjacent houses.

The slabs are aligned to the pavement
direction in random width courses across
the pavement. Odd sizes are cut on the
inside of the pavement and shaped to the
profile of the building. At street corners
the paving is usually set out to the radius
of the corner. Slabs are cut tightly round
inspection covers.

Pavement and houses in Charlotte Square

Radiused paving slabs in the High Street

Where the use of natural stone can not
be justified, modern concrete paving
normally continues this tradition. Large
concrete slabs, 900mm x 600mm, retain
the scale of stone slabs and are a practical
alternative. But the same care is taken
to shape and fit the slabs.

If vehicles are likely to cause damage,
the slabs are strengthened with a base
of in situ concrete.

Slabs are cut accurately at inspection
covers and ‘Tobys’. Cutting slabs is a
highly skilled craft and tools are not
allowed to over run the surface of a slab.
The filled space at the edge of the covers
should not exceed 10mm and should be
the same width each side.

Additional posts or structures are often
needed in the pavement. If so, the slabs
are cut neatly to their profile, or the posts ,
or structures are inserted through a hole
or slot in the slabs.

%
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RAILINGS

KERB FOOTWAY

||

-~

-~
-~
Pas
-

-~ HOUSE FRONT

900 X 600 |
|| FLAGSTONES
HOUSE ENTRANCE
PLATTS & STEPS
KERB

DRAINAGE CHANNEL
TO CARRIAGEWAY

fine buildings. Slabs cut precisely to the radius of a corner

Natural stone sfab.s: being l{r;i‘ed by machine

e

Cutting concrete slabs at an inspection cover



GROUND SURFACES SET THE TONE

PAVEMENTS
(FOOTWAY PAVING)

e pavement slabs at Charlotte Square is centred on lines from the front doors of t

ST S . =

The layout of rh

FRONT DOOR

6 JOINT MORTAR
POINTED

HOUSE =
ENTRANCE
PLATTS 10 CUT CLEARANCE

TO POST & MORTAR
FILL SURROUND

=900 X 600 NOMINAL
STONE OR PRECAST
CONCRETE PAVING

rd Y
= T N CLASS 3 MORTAR BED
- - ==—aE
B BENY 2 COURSES GRANI b
SEvie S T o LIKELY TO GO ON FOOTWAY
FLAGSTONES
== CENTRED ON ||

— — HOUSE STEPS —

| I | CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
I I T I 1 OF TYPICAL
: : . _ STONE KERBS AND
ORIGINAL MOUNTING STONE : v DRAINAGE CHANNELS
| /ARE ON PAGE 27
Pavement slabs centred on front doors Setting out paving and cutting slabs for traffic sign posts ete. All dimensions are in mm
- ——ETET R o sl >
3-6 JOINTS
MORTAR FILLED
TOBY e & POINTS |
IRON COVER e
50 MIN |
PAVING|

SLIP CAST IRON

15 MAX
INSITU MORTAR
FILL SURROUND

Cutting slabs at Tobys and inspection covers  Fi illed space round Tobys is 10mm maximum Filing Joints between slabs with dry poiln-:iﬁg
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ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

To overcome the City’s many hills,
Edinburgh’s craftsmen have developed
some fine traditions in the construction of
steps and stairways. In the historic areas
of Edinburgh, steps are constructed from
large solid slabs of stone. Several alternative
designs can be seen. A few examples are
shown on these pages.

Where handrails are incorporated they are
supported by vertical bars leaded into
each tread. At narrow steps the wrought
iron handrails, traditionally painted black,
are fixed directly to adjacent walls and
follow the incline of the steps.

People with disabilities need special
consideration. At zebra, pelican, toucan
or other signal controlled crossings, red
tactile surfaces are normal on the
dropped kerbs and across the footway.
At other crossings where tactile paving is
needed, and if appropriate at controlled
crossings, buff or stone coloured tactile
paving 800mm wide on the dropped kerb,
may be more suitable,

The tactile surface can be made in natural
stone. Unintended visual distortions
caused by inspection covers can be over-
come by continuing the tactile surface
within the depth of an inspection cover.

Drainage channels, pavement lights to
cellars or other interruptions to smooth
footway surfaces are often necessary.
They can be incorporated into the paving
so that they form part of the overall
design and continue the visual rhythm
of the paved surface.

Construction details and workmanship are very noticeable.
They can be appreciated particularly at places where there is
a change in the level or the surface treatment of a pavement.

—I-—-l—‘kl

o L]

Typical flying buttress arches supporting steps  Steps overlap the one below

PAVING ON MORTAR BED METAL

IN RECESSED METAL MANHOLE MANHOLE COVER
COVER AND FRAME. WITH PAVING
PAVING JOINTS SET OUT (INCLUDING

TO ALIGN WITH SURROUNDING PAVING TACTILE PAVING IF NECESSARY)

"' -- .'__';'-..."_:-.
ooy

BACK OF PAVEMENT

900 X 600 STONE
OR PRECAST
CONCRETE PAVING

PAVING CUT TO FORM
SLOPE AT DROPPED KERB

WHINSTONE KERB &
DRAINAGE CHANNEL

400 X 400 TACTILE
PAVING SLABS

Tactile surface at dropped kerbs
S

to assist people with

i 'E!'u .__

disabilities. All dimensions are in mm

R

Laying setts against drainage channel . Grating fits into width of drainage channel



ATTENTION TO DETAIL

STEPS,
DRAINAGE CHANNELS
AND TACTILE SURFACES

=== PAINTED WROUGHT IRON
WALL HANDRAIL ON AT - HANDRAIL
BRACKETS SE1 IN1O T 10 TN o8 EQuarty seacin

HOLES IN WALL > | i I“‘ SQUARE WROUGHT IRON
i | : | BALUSTERS
[N BE)
N Mju Ny

ﬂ i .J,’_BALUS'I'I‘IRS SET IN

HOLES IN STOXNE ST1:PS

FOOTPATH GULLY
GRATING WITIHIN
—SAME WIDTH AS
DRAINAGE CHANNEL
it

150

STONE OR PRECAST - T _
CONCRETE PAVING WHINSTONE OR PRECAS] STONE STEPS SPANNING
] ND

ON CLASS 3 MORTAR BED I l CONCRETE DISHED FOOTWAY _ BETWEEN SIDE A
ON SUB BASE DRAINAGE CHANNEL SUPPORT WALLS
100 300 100 ON CONCRETE FOUNDATION .

\\;I1'!I SIDE HAUNCINNG

Detail of stone steps, iron handrails, balusters and pavement (footway) drainage channels. All dimensions are in mm
o - : ¥ P 5

|

14
—

Overlapping steps with balusters, New Town  Profiled entrance steps, Charlotte Square
25

Steps with drainage channel, Old Town close




ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

Kerbs are a strong visual statement in a
street. They clearly define the limit of the
pavement and emphasise the width and
direction of the whole street.

Throughout Edinburgh there are subtle
differences in the way traditional materials
have been used. The examples on these
pages are the more typical.

Where appropriate the traditional kerbs,
carriageways and drainage channels are
reinstated. At each site it is important to
refer back to and accurately follow the
original materials and construction details.

Granite kerbs, sometimes with interesting
features such as sandstone mounting
blocks, may be double or treble height to
accommodate steep cross slopes. But the
needs of disabled people should not be
forgotten at crossing points.

The direction of the coursing of the setts
is normally across the carriageway. In
some streets the setts have been laid in a
pattern to define places where pedestrians
were expected to cross the road.

In certain circumstances, a wide stone
drainage channel could provide a smooth
surface for cyclists.

Stone dressing is a skilled craft. The high
standards expected for laying new setts
are also required for any reinstatements.

Joints between each sett should be the
correct width, either flush or suitably
recessed.

Whether for new work, reinstatement or !

maintenance, there is a preference in
Edinburgh for natural materials that are
locally sourced.

Edinburgh is renowned for its wealth of sett paved streets
with robust granite, whinstone or sandstone kerbs. There are
different designs of wide stone drainage channels. Many of
these historic street surfaces are retained and they need to
be maintained correctly by following the original patterns.

Typical setts, kerb and drainage channel

T

DRAIN GRATING
AT CHANGE FROM

SETTS CHANNEL ON RADIUS
TO WHINSTONE I |
DRAINAGE CHANNEL || |
ION STRAIGHT , ‘
IR TR AEY

WHINSTONE KERB

PAINTED WROUGHT IRON
RAILINGS

o

A variation to accommodate a mounting stone

4/ LARGER SETTS
4| WHERE
PEDESTRIANS
CROSS
CARRIAGEWAY

c DRAIN GRATING

RAILINGS
L




CARRIAGEWAY SURFACES

GRANITE SETTS, KERBS
AND CARRIAGEWAY
DRAINAGE CHANNELS

e o= == g
are often marked by different sized setts

S _—

o F, é:_ z g ! i -4 S
rians cross the road at junctions

e S = _

L~

FODTWAY PAVING

WHINSTONE
DRAINAGE CHANNE

WHINSTONE KERB
ON CLASS |
MORTAR BEDDING £

+ ORIGINAL
 MOUNTING STONE

/EE:CRETE FOUNDATIO
& BACK HAUNCHING

4 WHINSTONE OR
SANDSTONE CHANNE
¢

K

- ;- CLASS 3 MORTAR Il'i-il) z

I ZATEATTATTITSAVAN
= al 73 D.B.M. BASE COURSI:
s 2 ot /\v St
{
175 .l_l_l_L.A /\ TYPE 1 SUB BASE
75 3 v

125

WIHINSTONE KERB  GRANITE SETTS
BETWI:

1 125 30 _ :
Y = Vi Vi MOUNTING STONES
Examples of construction details for carriageway setts, drainage channels, kerbs and footway paving slabs. All dimensions are in mm
g om . - —_ Y
= wvd

—

Laying setts across a carriageway Three rows of setts parallel to stone channel — One of the variations of sett drainage channel
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ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

White and yellow lines, necessary to give drivers warning
and information, can be reduced so that their impact on the
overall scene is not too intrusive.

Road markings are a legal requirement.
They give drivers essential information.
However, within the constraints of the
traffic regulations, there is scope to
reduce visual intrusion and clutter.

Yellow ‘no waiting’ lines are normally
100mm wide. In certain areas of
Edinburgh, the standard width is reduced
to 50mm.

In places that can be recognised as zones,
it is permissible, with the agreement of
The Scottish Office, to remove the lines
completely and replace them with signs.

Yellow lines removed in some circumstances Some white lines can be formed in stone

White line road markings are legal traffic
signs, their position and shape are fixed
by national regulation.

Broken white lines at the centre of roads
are put in place at the discretion of the
roads authority. Where they might result
in encouraging drivers to travel too
quickly, such as in residential areas, they T i :
should be omitted. == i

2 I

NN

Some broken white lines could be removed if they encourage drivers to travel too quickly

In areas of granite sett carriageway
paving some ‘white line’ marking of
parking bays can be formed in light grey
stone setts.

At the approaches to pedestrian refuges it |44
may be appropriate to have areas of 11
raised setts instead of hatched white lines.

Pl e o - : : e
White lines to mark parking bays in sett carriageways can be formed of light grey stone setts
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IMPACT OF ROAD MARKINGS ON THE TOTAL SCENE

ROAD MARKINGS
INCLUDING YELLOW
‘NO WAITING’ SIGNS

Yellow line road markings operate with information and warn
[=—1
] I ]

ing signs, also shown on page 32 Parking signs can be ﬁxd neatly to railings

\ FOOTWAY PAVING

NARROW WIDTH YELLOW LINES
S0mm WIDE

WHINSTONE
DRAINAGE CHANNEL

WHINSTONE KERB

——

SMOOTH SURFACE
CROSS

= [
" OPTIONAL R
I
1

oA

- CARRIAGEWAY SETTS

= AT CROSSING PLACE
| . |

s |

TITTITIIT
TITT11Y

0 0

11T
I

STONE AND SETT CARRIAGEWAY AND REFUGE ARKINGG NN,
COURSED IN WITH
GRANITE SETTS

Some alternative layouts of stone and setts to help pedestrians, combined with narrow
i:;z-,n!?“!‘ " % i o, S Ul e .

Yellow lines are difficult to maintain; here at a smooth stone crossing on a sett carriageway, at an enhancement scheme and at a dropped kerb
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ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

Lamp posts can be selected and positioned to fit the
architectural style of a neighbourhood. Traffic signals can
be combined with lamp columns. Equipment boxes are the
sort of street furniture that ideally should be hidden away
out of sight.

Most types of street equipment can be
made to enhance Edinburgh’s streetscape.
There are several approaches.

LAMP COLUMNS
Some lamp posts and columns have been
designed and positioned to enhance a
particular locality of Edinburgh.

Wall mounted lamps in the Old Town
and elsewhere help to reduce clutter and §
obstruction on pavements. '

The New Town has many historic lamp
posts in full working order. They are an
integral part of the railings of private
houses. These lamps contribute to the

arChiteCtural h_eritage‘ Of the bulldings A PREFERRED RANGE OF STREET FURNITURE -

yet are a public service, Some streets INCLUDING LAMP COLUMNS ——— e

have their own style of lamp and railings. Sl

Whilst there is occasionally a case for

designing special lamp columns for

individual areas, there is a stronger

argument for adopting a good standard i

column throughout the City, to act as a

unifying element.

Cables for wall mounted lights need not J LAMP COLUMN
be unsightly. In the absence of special st S o N o SIGHAL
ducts, the cables should be run behind

plpCS and under COLRICES: TYPICAL MODERN LAMP OOLU!\-NS- J J

Throughout much of Edinburgh, standard lighting columns unify the City
TRAFFIC SIGNALS : [ R i
The position of traffic signals can seldom
be changed. However it is sometimes
possible to reduce the clutter of posts and
supports by combining traffic signals

with lamp columns.

EQUIPMENT BOXES
Essential equipment boxes such as cable
TV, telephone and signal control boxes
which are usually positioned on pavements
may be painted to be less obtrusive and
have a textured surface to deter fly-posting.

Where possible they should be located at
the back or recessed behind the pavement |
or, ideally, be completely out of sight.

T

Equipment boxes can be positioned discreetly behnd ailins or er into boundary walls
30



THREE APPROACHES TO CO-ORDINATION

LAMP COLUMNS,
TRAFFIC SIGNALS
AND SERVICE BOXES

Traditional wall

mounted lamps

suitable for the

s Old Town are

. available through
= the Old Town

Renewal Trust.

The position of
wall mounted
lights on listed
buildings should
be referred to the
Paving and Street
Lighting Group,
page 5.

ol

CAST IRON LAMP POST ON STONE BASL
AT THE NATIONAL GALLERY

CAST IRON LAMP POSTS Al:

QUEEN STREET

NORTHUMBERLAND
CHARLOTTE SQUARE STREET

Traditional lamps and lamp post styles relate to specific areas or streets of Edinburgh and are accurately specified

QUALITY OF LIGHT SOURCE

The appreciation of streetscape at night is
influenced by the quality of artificial light.
All lighting is designed and installed to
the standards of BS 5489. Edinburgh’s
light sources are generally high pressure
sodium, temperature 2000 Kelvin and are
intended to meet public safety needs of
road users and the economics of the local
authority budget.

In 1990 an ‘Edinburgh Lighting Vision’
was produced as a City owned strategy for
all external lighting in the City. One of the
first of its kind, it has been given interna-
tional recognition and has encouraged
changes particularly in the City centre.

EDINBURGH LIGHTING VISION
The Vision recommended that the warm
light used in the High Street is maintained
and enhanced and that this concept be
applied to the rest of the Old Town. It is
also recommended that the cool feel of the
New Town be encompassed in the railing
mounted and pedestrian scale lighting.

Appropriately, these recommendations
are being applied as funding allows.

Elsewhere the remaining low pressure
sodium lights are being replaced by high

pressure sodium.

The “Vision’ is still available, see page 40.

STREET LIGHTING SPECIFICATIONS

Tungsten halogen, temperature 3000
Kelvin has been used for many years in
the High Street wall mounted floodlights.
They create a pleasant vista of white light
and give good colour rendering.

More recently a number of Old Town
closes have been improved with the
installation of metal halide lighting.

‘Since the 1970’s, mercury lighting has

been used in the historic railing mounted
lamp posts to provide pedestrian level
illumination which is more friendly and
appropriate to the architecture of the area.
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ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

Edinburgh’s MacRae street lamps combine the function of
safety bollards and ‘keep left’ signs. Clutter can also be
reduced by combining and co-ordinating the design of
separate types of street furniture.

Traffic signs are necessary for driver and
pedestrian safety and convenience. But
they are often visually intrusive. From the
streetscape viewpoint there should be
as few as possible. They should be the

smallest practical size and not cluttered. Roe.si d Ql.lt

1 i e by -
Signs, their supports and other street AR ¥ Place I?O{;“t :
equipment can even contribute to a street A S ' o. Onl?frs ]
230 - |

scene. In the 1930’s the MacRae lamp
post showed how one structure could
elegantly serve several functions.

This tradition continues in Edinburgh
where the style of guard rail, while
conforming to national standards, has
been adapted to help motorcyclists and to
mark motorcycle parking positions.

In order to further reduce clutter, we are
seeing if it is sensible to combine guard
rails and traffic sign supports.

In the future new technology switch-gear
in illuminated sign supports and the
wider use of reflective surfaced signs
may help reduce clutter even more. The
results will create more appropriate
settings for Edinburgh’s impressive
streetscape and fine monuments.

Many traffic signs, such as waiting and
loading restriction signs, need not have
separate support posts. They can be fixed Examples of tidier or less obtrusive versions of some standard traffic sign support structures
neatly to walls so that they fit exactly the T B e -
bonding pattern of stonework. If fixed to
railings, they should be positioned to
relate exactly to the pattern of the vertical
bars. Consultation, outlined on page 5, is
needed for signs fixed to listed buildings.

Some standard no waiting ‘at any time’
signs can be fixed direct to bollards or
guard rails.

Several styles of stone, concrete, cast iron
and steel bollards are used. It is sensible
to reduce clutter by restricting the number
of designs. The preferred range is shown
in the appendix to this manual.

G I
Stone bollards at Charlotte Square, cast iron bollards seen in the New Town and Old Town
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REDUCTION OF CLUTTER. COMBINED EQUIPMENT

TRAFFIC SIGNS, THEIR
POSTS AND FRAMES,
GUARD RAILS AND BOLLARDS

A typical robust Edinburgh guard rail

GUARD RAIL ADAPTED WITH y TRAFFIC SIGN SLPPORT =
BAR FOR MOTORCYCLE PADLOCKS INCORPORATED INTO GUARD RAILL

TURN LEFT SIGN FIXED TO GUARD RAIL AND
GUARD RAIL SHAPED TO GEOMETRY OF KERB

PARKING SIGN FIXED TO ==

> CENTRE OF GUARD RAIL, PANEL —

~Zz=_ PARKING PLACE MARKED IN STONE ~ =~ <
s =i

%i-\&'-&g ~

Guard rails are adapted to provide bars for motorcycle padlocks and a place for parking signs. Adaptations could include traffic sign supports

: = e 2EEAA e COMBINED EQUIPMENT
Guard rails are required to conform to
national standards and a new local
design is being tested in the City together
with a high visibility guard rail intended
to prevent accidents.

o,
-

There is a tradition in Edinburgh for
guard rails to be fabricated specially to
fit each site, taking account of curves
and inclines. They are also adapted to
provide security bars for motorcyclists
and to mark motorcycle parking places.

Further adaptations to combine street
equipment are being tested.

o

A guard rail adapted to help motorcyclists A recent alternative Ig.uard rail désign
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ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

Where the appearance of individual pieces of street furniture
can not be designed or chosen specially to fit their location, it
may be possible for their colours to conform to a co-ordinated
colour theme or relate to the predominant colours of the area.

On other pages in this manual we show
how the clutter of unnecessary posts can
be reduced by mounting signs on existing
walls and railings. Less obtrusive sign
formats can also be used and there are
opportunities to combine the function of
different items of street equipment.

In many streets of the City there are
groups of street furniture consisting of a |
bus shelter, lamp column, traffic sign
post, guard rail and litter bin. In the
short term it may not be practical to
co-ordinate their design. But it might be =
possible to co-ordinate their colour.

Horonized paving and sandstone Jacing. Some of the subtle colours of Edinburgh

A common colour theme can help to
unify a group of individual pieces of
street furniture. This is valuable when
similar groups, comprising the same
pieces, are seen many times across the
City. Alternatively a colour theme can
help to relate a group of assorted street
furniture to a particular setting.

Examples of the use of colour themes:
* Traditional lamp posts fixed to railings
of the same colour.
* Parking ticket machines set in front of
railings and painted the same colour as
the railings.
* Bus shelters and litter bins, which are
usually seen together, painted in a similar
or matching colour.
* All the pieces of public street furniture
in one location painted in a single or
co-ordinated colours:

Bus shelters

Grit bins

Guard rails

Lamp columns

Litter bins

Service company cabinets

Parking ticket machines

Traffic sign supports

Traffic signal posts

Traffic signal control boxes.

|J_L[/}J'
VITTIT

=N
_i;..._.

The effectiveness of colour co-ordination
is demonstrated on page 35.



CO-ORDINATED COLOUR THEMES

BUS SHELTERS,
PARKING TICKET MACHINES,
LITTER AND GRIT BINS

Edinburgh stone: granite, whinstone, sandstone, Caithness stone. Each is used for a particular purpose, each has its own colour

IR

F==

The demonstration: A random group of street furniture was first tidied and then painted a similar colour. As a result it appeared more unified

=l Typical Stage 1. Stage 2.

Q_E‘“ group of Reduce Co-ordinate
street clutter colour
furniture
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ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

Information signs, festival flags, street trees and benches
add to the pleasure of Edinburgh’s residents and visitors.
These sorts of street furniture have an advantage. They can
be designed and positioned to form part of the visual
composition of the City’s streetscape.

Much of the streetscape quality of [
Edinburgh derives from the care with §

which buildings and spaces have been
laid out. There are consciously designed
relationships between the position of one £
and another.

. STAIRWAY TO
i _CIRCUS PLACE |
o N'w ﬁ o & g

We deal here with the items of street
furniture which simply provide amenity.
Their design and position on the City’s
pavements can usually be changed or
adjusted. It is therefore easier to make :
them fit in with the design concepts
which were borne in mind when
Edinburgh was first built.

i E § it x Doy, :_“‘_

- . Stret name signs and a pedestrian direction sign positioned in relation to the ar:cks'recmre
Street name signs in the Old and New & B g

Towns usually relate to the architecture.

Because people on foot have more time
to look than drivers, direction signs for
pedestrians can be fitted into the street
scene with great care and create added
interest. Information and direction signs
can be set into the pavement or be
designed to fit into the architectural
features of a building.

Flag poles, traditionally painted white,
are usually welcome when being used to
fly flags. When not in use they are
removed. Fixing the poles directly into
recesses, rather than separate concrete

3 Groups of trees complement the
strong formal character of the first New Town

blocks on the pavement, reduces visual Nor ail streers are appropriate for trees, particularly those with no tradition of planting
clutter and obstruction. 7

Trees can add life to a street although
not all streets are appropriate for trees,
particularly those with a strong formal
character and no tradition of planting.
There are recognised theories concerning
the grouping of trees in order to achieve
an overall effect.

Litter bins and street benches are easily
moved. They can be put exactly where
they add to the quality of the street scene.

The effectiveness of visual composition
is demonstrated on page 37. A
= e sﬂ.-'
Formal and informal reminders of the past

el R b ¥ P L7 M o
Local information signs fit into the streetscape
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VISUAL COMPOSITION

STREET NAME SIGNS
SIGNS FOR PEDESTRIANS,
FLAG POLES, TREES & BENCHES

The street name sign at the corner of Market Street and North Bank Stre

et provides information but fits into the overall visual composition

X
|
1 ST. STEPHEN'S
I CHURCH
! ar
1

S T B L3S

! (] EN'S CHURCH

TN

The symmetrical layout of streets and buildings in the New Town
relates St Stephen’s Church to Charlotte and St Andrew Squares

2. Formal arrangement

The same principles can be applied
to the arrangement of
pavement benches, boxes and bins

Some principles of visual composition to consider

e
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ON-GOING POLICIES AND PRACTICES

Some types of street furniture provide essential services to
residents and visitors. Traditional red telephone kiosks
and post boxes are often the focus of attention in the
foreground of a scene. This status is justified by their
important function.

We have stressed in this manual that new
work and maintenance to Edinburgh’s
streetscape should have regard to the
visual qualities of the particular location.
The co-ordinated design of essential
equipment and co-ordinated colour
themes for individual items reduce
unnecessary street furniture clutter and
enhance the sense of order in the City.
There are also opportunities to arrange
some pieces of street furniture within a
visual composition.

All the policies and practices described
here are intended to enhance the overall
quality of the street scene.

However we look at the streetscape as a
whole, as a complete, though altering
picture. As we move about, we see the )

City as a series of vistas from changing |7 5 0N ROAD

- ,—l--iz‘ : ot

view points. 4 N o

Unobtrusive quality in the design of
foreground paving and street furniture
can complement and enhance the main
attraction of a scene, which is usually a
distant building or view.

Some types of street furniture such as : b o ] [ l = e I
those which the public need to find and ! | [LILILB / po/
use: phone boxes and post boxes, should 4 '

be noticeable. Post boxes are possibly the ‘ £ : /
oldest type of street furniture still in :
continuous use. The traditional red phone

boxes and oval pillar boxes add to the
interest of the central areas of the City.

Edinburgh police boxes have a distinctive
design and colour. This will remain as
a distinguishing feature.

Many types of street furniture are not
provided by the local authorities. They
are supplied by several independent
service companies or agencies who are
not required to co-ordinate the design or
the position of their equipment. Their
contribution to the City’s streetscape,
outlined in this document, will rely on
even greater co-operation in the future.
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A VISUAL FOCUS WITHIN THE TOTAL PICTURE

POLICE BOXES,

POST BOXES AND
TELEPHONE KIOSKS

We see the
City as a
series of

vistas from

changing

viewpoints.

can
complement
i1 and
enhance

the main
attraction

of a scene:
usually a
distant

building.

Quahty in the foreground complements the main attraction of a scene: often a dzs!am bmldmg Together they make up the total picture

39



CONCLUSIONS

TOTAL QUALITY

We have stressed that co-ordinated design, the choice of materials and quality of workmanship all
contribute to the quality of streetscape.

Although this manual covers most of the categories of street furniture and paving, the quality
of the total street scene is also affected by the appearance of temporary items: barriers for
street processions, flags, advertising boards on pavements, even pavement chairs, tables and
umbrellas, skips, scaffolding as well as street vendors’ stalls and vans.

On-going maintenance is essential. The removal of fly posters, cleansing of litter bins and the
maintenance of pavements damaged by heavy goods deliveries need constant attention.

However the manual provides an overview of the opportunities to enhance the appearance of
Edinburgh. We hope it will encourage even closer co-operation between the agencnes responsible
for all the items that make up the City’s streetscape.

APPENDICES

To give further guidance, technical appendices are being prepared as a separate loose-leaf
document. The appendices will complement the manual and not detract from its contents.
They will consider:

Additional design options

Specification details

Suitability and choices of natural stone

Street furniture preferences

Documents required to accompany design submissions

Control and enforcement standards.
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